
Jaguar X-Type, diesel, 2 litre : Changing the driver’s side headlight bulb : UK. 

I read a few accounts on the forums of how difficult it was if trying to change this bulb in the 
conventional manner from its rear, within the engine compartment, and how the front bumper 
therefore needed to be removed.  Thankfully, I found that neither were true! 
Ok, it’s certainly not a 5 minute job, but with a little care and patience, and definitely no force, it will 
take about half an hour, maximum one hour. 
 
I found it necessary to create space for my average sized hands to work in, and to do this I removed 
the top plastic engine cover, and unclipped the headlamp washer hose. The water hose was really 
easy to unclip and move aside.  There are pictures and further explanations below. 
 
Removing and refitting the headlight protective back-cover was a tiny bit fiddly, but once I’d found 
out how and where to I could move it (out of the way) during bulb fitting, it caused me no 
difficulties.  I did have to be very gentle when refitting it, which was largely done by feel because of 
its recessed position.  The first time I tried, I knocked one of the connecting wires clean off the back 
of the bulb that I’d just fitted.  To avoid snagging on anything, it’s necessary to make sure that both 
securing clips are laying as flat as possible, and that other wires were moved aside slightly.  
 
Again, there’s much discussion of the difficulties of pulling the ‘far’ clip back over the protective 
back-cover when the job’s done.  With the help of an old wire coat-hanger, and a little one inch ‘L’ 
shaped hook on the end of it, I found it really easy to grab the recessed clip and bring it forward back 
over the headlight’s protective back-cover.  A torch to light your way does help too.  :-) 
 
Ok. Below are photos which I took showing the sequence.  My apologies for the dead leaves and 
feather!  My poor old X-Type is a real working girl, giving me 20,000 miles each year.  I do treat her 
well though . . .  :-) 
 
 

 
 

Above: Engine plastic cover removed. Oil Filler Cap and Dip Stick then replaced to avoid any 

accidental ingress of things which really shouldn’t be inside an engine!  



 

Above: To avoid ripping my flesh on pointed bits, I completely removed this little spring clip (on the 

bodywork, just in front of the dip stick). It holds the headlamp washer pipe in place. It removed 

really easily. 

 

 

Above: The next step I did was to remove this little plastic clip from the headlamp washer hose. 
The hoses form a ‘T’ shape/configuration, and this clip is found at the bottom of the vertical part of 
the ‘T’ where the hose attaches to a slightly larger supply chamber, feeding in to the rear of the 
headlamp unit.  It was really easy to winkle the clip out, but again, care is necessary so as not to lose 
it once it flicks out.  There’s an identical clip in plain view much higher up (left horizontal part of the 
‘T’ shape) which can be studied and practiced with. 



 

 

Above: a much better view of the plastic clip (as described in the previous photo).  Just to remind, 

this particular clip (left horizontal part of the ‘T’ shape), does not need to be removed to allow 

access. 

 
Above: This shows the bottom of the ‘T’ piece’s vertical as it connects to the larger plastic supply 
inlet/chamber.  It unclips really easily, and no force was then required to separate this male/female 
connection.  Just a little bit of water dribbled out when detached. 
 



 
 

 

 

Above:  Once I’d unclipped and released the bottom of the ‘T’ piece, I then tied string around the 
washer feed hose and pulled it towards the engine by about 6 inches. 
This now provided me with perfect access to the headlamp rear protective cover. 
 



 
Above: Next step was to finally unclip the headlamp protective back-cover (the HPBC from now on).  
:-) 
The ‘inner’ clip was just reachable with my out-stretched dumpy fingers, and I just managed to flick 
it free.  Notice in the photo above that I rotated the washer feed pipe away from its usual vertical 
position.  I found this necessary to create space.  
The large black object in the photo is the HPBC.  As you look down on it from the front of the car, its 
right hand side is dome shaped, and its left hand side is flatter (not shown). 
Its very length means that to winkle it out, both wire clips much be fully down to avoid snagging.  
Any cables need to be carefully moved aside. 
I found that the easiest way to move the HPBC out of the way, was to lift it free a little and pull it 
over to the right, but at the half-way point, I had to rotate it so that the inner/flatter bit rotated up 
to the vertical position.  It finished up being above and to the right of the washer inlet chamber. 
Again though, I stress, much wiggling was required, but absolutely no force used. 
 



 
 Above: This shows the HPBC’s temporary resting position, above and to the right of the washer inlet 
chamber.  Its flatter bit is now pointing up at me.  The bulb to be replaced is to the left of this photo. 
 

 
Above: And finally, the headlamp bulb is revealed. 
A word of caution though, when replacing the HPBC, I knocked the brown plastic connector clean 
off, so my nice new shiny bulb didn’t work when I first tried it out.  I ended up checking loads of 
fuses before giving in and going back to the bulb again. D’oh! 
 



And that’s it! 

The re-assembly is a straightforward reversal of the above process. 
Patience and care is required when refitting the HPBC: clips must be fully down, and wires well out 
of the way.  There’s also a one inch long leg/locating-lug on the HPBC which help to guide it home. 
You know when the HPBC is correctly back in position, as it suddenly just settles down, stops 
flopping around, and the closer of the two wire clips just clicks homes easily. 
As mentioned above, a hooked wire coat hanger easily retrieved the inner wire clip. 
 
Hope this helps. 
Alan L-J. 
 


